Media release                                                                            August 18, 2010
City urged to consider expert planner’s findings that Barriefield proposal contravenes important heritage laws 

   A respected planner with 30 years’ experience in heritage conservation is highly critical of a proposal by the City’s consultants for 47 residential units in Barriefield and says it violates the Barriefield Heritage Conservation District Plan, local planning and zoning laws, and national and international protocols for conserving cultural heritage.
   In a report delivered today, Wayne Morgan recommends that Kingston not proceed with the proposal to build affordable housing along Highway 15 in Barriefield Village.  The proposal was made public by consultants hired by the City on August 9 and will be finalized and voted on by Council on September 7.

   Mr. Morgan, who has considerable experience in heritage planning and administration, has appeared a number of times before the Ontario Municipal Board and is very familiar with the Barriefield property, states that the proposal does not comply with provincial policy issued under the Planning Act, Kingston’s Official Plan and zoning by-law, the Barriefield Heritage Conservation District Plan, the Ontario Heritage Act and national and international protocols for heritage conservation.
   He was commissioned by the Barriefield Villagers Association (BVA) to provide a professional, independent assessment of the $250,000 report being prepared for Council by Kitchener-based consultants.
   “The Barriefield Village Association (BVA) expects that the City’s consulting team will fully honour its commitment made at both public meetings that it shall make no recommendation to the City of Kingston that is not consistent with the Barriefield Heritage Conservation District Plan,” said Doug Morrow, spokesperson for the BVA.  

  “Much is at stake here. We are committed to protecting Barriefield’s unique heritage and Mr. Morgan’s report is unequivocal in stating that the consultants’ proposal violates that integrity,” said Mr. Morrow.
  The BVA estimates that City and Department of National Defence easements for water, sewers and electricity, as well as a steam line which runs through the centre of the property from the CFB Kingston generating plant, take out about 38 per cent of the 13,500 square meters on parcel 2, where a seniors apartment building is proposed, and about 35 per cent of parcel 3’s 16,000 square meters, which would be the location of the remaining 15 dwellings in the proposal.      
  Mr. Morgan noted that the utility corridor on the west side of the property meant that the City consultants proposed the housing development be built right next to Highway 15, eliminating the green buffer to the village and necessitating a number of design features to block highway noise, with the result that the project contravenes heritage requirements as well as the principles of good planning.

  “It is alarming that the City was apparently unaware of the 30-meter-wide steam line before the consultants brought the issue to public attention. There is even some question as to whether Council knew about the City’s own easements on the property. The $250,000 tab is a high price to pay for information that should have been known before the costly study was launched,” said Mr. Morrow from the BVA. 

   The Morgan Report also focused on the proposed development of a 32-unit senior citzens’ apartment building on the parcel of land adjacent to J.E. Horton Public School, which the Limestone District School Board has scheduled for closure in two years.       
  “Development of (this) parcel at this time may preclude the optimum development of the school site and (this) parcel and the potential to consider the relocation of underground services to more appropriate locations,” Mr. Morgan states.

    The main theme of Mr. Morgan’s report is that the proposed built form of the apartment building and the locations and orientations of both the apartment building and the houses do not ‘respect the prevailing character of the District’ and do not comply with the Barriefield Heritage Conservation District Plan.  The Plan takes precedence over other city bylaws, according to Mr. Morgan.
   Mr. Morgan was also critical of the height of the proposed structures and such elements as garages placed in front of houses and street parking, which violates the BHCDP and introduces design elements more in keeping with a modern development than a historic village.
   Mr. Morrow said he welcomes Mr. Morgan’s report and hopes both the consultants and City Council will give it serious consideration.

  “Mr. Morgan’s professional opinion is based on many years’ experience in senior planning roles for the City of Toronto and as a consultant focused on heritage conservation.  His advice is very important to Kingston and its taxpayers as City Council prepares to vote on the Barriefield development proposal.
     “His input is especially important since our own local heritage watchdog, the Kingston Municipal Heritage Committee, was not given the opportunity to play a meaningful role in the process determining Barriefield’s future.

     “We have always stressed that we recognize that eventually development will occur on some of the land now vacant along Highway 15. But we have insisted, and will continue to do so, that any development must comply with the Heritage Conservation District Plan and that Barriefield’s unique heritage be protected now and in the future.

  “The proposal set out by the City’s consultants on August 9 at the public meeting in Memorial Hall clearly violates the Barriefield Heritage Conservation District Plan and calls into question our trust in elected officials to value and protect our city’s unique heritage.
  “Spending so much taxpayers’ money is truly irresponsible when it could have been used for greatly needed affordable housing that can be built a lot more cheaply and quickly in areas of the city that do not have to conform to heritage laws, are more accessible and have services already in place,” Mr. Morrow added.
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